Caring for the Land for the Seventh Generation
Published on Lessons of Our Land (http://www.lessonsofourland.org)

Grades: 3rd - 5th Grade
Lesson: 3
Unit: 1: American Indian traditional land values
Subject: Science
Additional Subject(s): English Language Arts
Achievement Goal: Describe ways students and their families can provide respectful care for the
environment to ensure it is healthy for future generations.
Time: Two class periods

Lesson Description:

Students discuss how one can be a good relative by thinking about the children of tomorrow and
listening to one’s elders. This lesson will help illustrate the principle that things in nature are
interdependent and our relationship with them resembles the relationship we have with relatives.

Teacher Background:

There is a saying that is often attributed to a variety of American Indian tribes and native leaders,
although its exact origin is unknown: “We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors. We borrow it from
our children.”
This saying expresses a principle that is common to many American Indian cultures. The wellknown
Haudenosaunee principle called the “Seventh Generation” philosophy states it a different way and
relates it to government and important decisions: “The Chiefs are instructed that when they deliberate
on the serious matters of the Council, they are to consider the impact of their decisions on the seventh
generation into the future. This way, they are to proceed cautiously, thinking of what effect their
decisions will have on the welfare of their descendants. It requires a special attention to the future. But
it also produces a sense of stability” (2).
In addition to taking into consideration future generations in important decisions, many American Indian
cultures believe that respect should be shown to plants and animals currently living in the environment
as well. This is because all things are interdependent and rely upon each other as relatives do. Thus,
being a respectful caretaker of the community involves being aware of the interrelationships within the
community environment. It means being a good relative.
The North Fork Mono people put plants to use in multiple ways (see the “Multiple Resource” information
sheets linked below). These multiple uses signify the value of the plants and the respect that Mono
people pay to them. If a person understands all the different uses or possible interactions with a plant,
he or she is not likely to “mine” the resource for one purpose only. For instance, a living oak tree would
never be cut down for firewood if one sees that the tree houses owls, provides acorns, offers a branch
for a swing, plays host to mistletoe (a medicinal plant), and contains hollows that can be shaped into
drums. The many potential uses of a plant lead to many reasons to conserve it. Mono people know that
they must save some parts of plants for another part of the year, and that they must ensure that the
resources will be there next year, and the year after that.

Standards:

This lesson aligns with Common Core standards RI1, RI3, RI6, RI9, SL1, SL2, SL3.
3rd Grade
RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.
RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps
in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
RI6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.
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RI9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the
same topic.
SL1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly.
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others
with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
C. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their
comments to the remarks of others.
D. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
SL2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and
detail.
4th Grade
RI1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.
RI3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
RI6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the
differences in focus and the information provided.
RI9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably.
SL1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly.
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
C. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.
D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion.
SL2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.
5th Grade
RI1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.
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RI3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts
in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
RI6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences
in the point of view they represent.
RI9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.
SL1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly.
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
C. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and
elaborate on the remarks of others.
D. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained
from the discussions.
SL2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL3 Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and
evidence.

Associated California State Academic Content Standards
For general guidelines for aligning discussions and student writing with English-Language Arts
Standards, see Using Lessons of Our California Land to Help Students Meet California State
Content Standards.
Science
This lesson’s activities and discussions can provide third grade students with examples of diverse life
forms and insights into how living things cause changes in the environment.
The lesson’s consideration of the multiple resources offered by plants can help fourth grade students
understand that all organisms need energy and matter to live and grow, and that living organisms
depend on one another and on their environment for survival.

Teacher Preparation Resources:
Obtain a copy of the book, Land of the Spotted Eagle listed in the Lesson Resources section.
Review the lesson plan “Food Chains & Food Webs” from the Native Nevada Classroom.
Review and prepare for the activity “A Student Food Web.” This lesson helps illustrate the fact
that all living organisms are interdependent. While reviewing the lesson, think about the plants
and animals the local tribe or tribal community relied upon (see the “Multiple Resource”
information sheets listed in the Lesson Resources section). Substitute these organisms for the
ones mentioned in the Washoe-focused lesson.
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Student Activity:
Part One

1. Begin the lesson by discussing with the children what the following proverb means: “We do not
inherit the Earth from our ancestors. We borrow it from our children.”
2. Have the students brainstorm about what it means to be a good relative. Ask them how they
would apply this idea of being a good relative to members of their family who aren’t born yet.
Ask them to think up scenarios in which actions or decisions today may affect relatives who are
not born yet.
3. Read out loud sections of the Seventh Generation article found in the Lesson Resources section.
Explain to students that decisions made about land often affect people who are not yet born
because the land is ever-present but also capable of being changed. Its enduring presence
connects ancestors, people living today, and future generations.
Part Two

1. Study American Indian wisdom and teachings concerning relationships with the natural world.
Have the students study Luther Standing Bear’s book, particularly Chapter VII. Lead a class
discussion on Standing Bear’s teachings regarding land connections.
2. Lead a class discussion on basic responsibility of being a respectful caretaker of the
environment. If the student treats the environment as a respected living relative, what does that
mean in terms of careful treatment of the environment? Have the students discuss and answer
that question.
3. Demonstrate to the children the interdependence of all living things through the activity “A
Student Food Web.” Discuss with the children how one can demonstrate care for the
environment by not over-harvesting, over-hunting, or damaging one particular organism in the
web. Relate this mistreatment to the mistreatment of a relative by stealing from them,
damaging their property or otherwise harming them.

Evaluation:
1. Students will be evaluated on the quality of their participation in discussions and activities
regarding what it is to be a good relative and responsibilities for the environment.
2. Evaluate students based on the California Standards and the Achievement Goal for this lesson.

Lesson Resources:
Culture: What Are the Values, Beliefs, and Traditions that the Haudenosaunee Seek to Maintain?
Multiple Resource information sheets:
Buckeye
Mugwort
Deer
Food Chains & Food Webs
Standing Bear, Luther. Land of the Spotted Eagle. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1978.
Source URL: http://www.lessonsofourland.org/lessons/caring-land-seventh-generation
Links:
[1] http://www.historyandtheheadlines.abcclio.com/ContentPages/ContentPage.aspx?entryId=1171747&amp;currentSection=1161468
[2] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/sites/default/files/jareddahlaldern.net_lessons_MultipleResourceBuc
keye_0.pdf
[3] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/sites/default/files/jareddahlaldern.net_lessons_MultipleResourceMug
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wort_0.pdf
[4] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/sites/default/files/lessons.jareddahlaldern.net_Deer.pdf
[5] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/sites/default/files/landlessons.org_NativeNevadaFoodWebs.pdf
[6] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/grade-level/3rd-5th-grade
[7] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/flag/flag/lessons/378?destination=printpdf/378&amp;token=q5n0B
Wl5FZJZA38gmqDfa3MRYgDUYcnNPzp5JewgLSQ
[8] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/flag/unflag/recently_viewed/378?destination=printpdf/378&amp;tok
en=q5n0BWl5FZJZA38gmqDfa3MRYgDUYcnNPzp5JewgLSQ
[9] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/subjects/science
[10] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/subjects/english-language-arts
[11] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/states/california
[12] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/states/north-fork-mono
[13] http://www.lessonsofourland.org/units/1-american-indian-traditional-land-values
[14] http://landlessons.org/UsingLessonstoHelpStudentsMeetStandards.pdf
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