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MEEA's mission is to support educators
 in connecting every Missouri learner to the natural world

 and equipping them to care, understand, and 
act for the environment.


MEEA convenes professional development opportunities for educators, provides
mini-grants and educator certification to support the environmental education

efforts of its members, and connects practitioners to a wide variety of resources and
networking opportunities in the field of environmental education. From the

newsletter to the myriad resources on our website, MEEA shares its digital content
freely regardless of membership. 



MEEA hosts an annual statewide conference for educators and sits on the planning
team for the Sustainability Institute for Educators, a multi-day conference held in St.
Louis each year. MEEA also convenes 1-2 statewide meetings each year to cultivate

collaboration among a wide variety of organizations. 



In partnership with the U.S. Green Building Council Missouri Gateway Chapter, MEEA
co-manages the Missouri Green Schools program to assist schools on their journey

to be green and healthy. MGS also collaborates with the Missouri Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education to administer the U.S. Department of

Education's Green Ribbon School Award: a prestigious national award for schools
with exemplary achievements in lowering environmental impact, improving health

and wellness, and incorporating outdoor and nature-based education.



 Without MEEA, Missouri educators would be isolated from assets that help them
ignite a love for learning and respect for the natural world. Learners of all ages

would lack the knowledge to enjoy, respect and preserve the world around them.





20+ schools enrolled during year two of our pilot period.
Half of these schools serve low-income families and are
eligible for extra support (1:1 and $ support).
Recruited 3 AmeriCorps Vistas to support MGS+ schools.
Awarded $5000 to Flance Early Learning Center (MGS+) for
their outdoor classroom build.
Launched a network of 50 like-minded
organizations/institutions linking websites, resources, and
learning opportunities for the MGS program.
This program is co-managed by MEEA and the U.S. Green
Building Council Missouri Gateway Chapter. 

MAJOR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS



MGS program is the conduit for US Dept. of Ed. Green Ribbon School (EDGRS)
awards in Missouri.



MGS Team successfully led Flance Early Learning Center (ELC) to be the 2021

Missouri EDGRS Honoree. 1 of only 3 ELCs and 1 of only 40 schools nationwide to
receive the award in 2021. Flance ELC's focus on health led to the exemplary work
in health and wellness, environmental impact, and nature-based education. MGS

is proud to have helped elevate their hard work to the national stage!



Case study of Flance ELC available at 
https://meea.org/missouri-green-schools/honorees/
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https://meea.org/missouri-green-schools/honorees/


MAJOR
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Supported 600 member educators (both nonformal and
formal) with professional development opportunities,

certification programs, virtual monthly events, and resources to
incorporate equitable, sustainable, environmental values in

classrooms and community-based programs.

A sampling of 
MEEA Mini-Grants Support

Jewish Community Center of St. Louis Summer
Camp (above); Nerinx Hall HS Environmental

Science Students (top left); Missouri River Relief's
"Mornings at the River" program (bottom left)



Conducted a conference for 150 environmental educators
representing 80,000 students in cooperation with the 

Kansas Association for Conservation and Environmental
Education. Also co-hosted a series of Virtual Monthly Events

(VMEs) for environmental educators with KACEE. 



Actively participated in the
creation of a five-state

regional organization of
Missouri, Iowa, Kansas,

Nebraska and Wyoming to
leverage additional support

and resources to advance EE.
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Co-hosted the 2021
Sustainability Institute for

Educators: 
The Interconnectedness of

People, Animals, and Plants in
our Shared Environment










How did we do all this?

Board of Directors--working board, each
member assists on at least one committee

Advisory Board--formed in 2020, tasked with
creation and implementation of Fund
Development Plan, priorities can shift as
needed

2 BOARDS

4 COMMITTEES
Missouri Green Schools
Annual Conference
Certification
Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and
Accessibility (JEDIA)

2 STAFF MEMBERS
Lesli Moylan, Executive Director, .75 FTE
Nick Speed, VISTA Support, .10 FTE

3 AMERICORPS
VISTAS
Missouri Green Schools program
development and one-on-one support for
under-resourced schools enrolled in the
program

40 VOLUNTEERS
More than 1100 hours donated in service to
MEEA!



Financial Support

3rd Culture Consulting
4H/University Extension

Alchemy Renewable Energy
Alpine Shop

Bill and Joan Ruppert
Brendan Shelton
Carrie Whipkey

City of Springfield Environmental Services Dept
Crystal Kaplan
David Bedan
David Witten

Deborah Barker
Elizabeth Petersen

Emily Andrews
Greenscape Gardens

Hannah Carter
Heather Koch

Integrated Facilities Services
Isabelle LaBianco
James Holtzman

Jan Weaver
Janet L Freiman

Jean Ponzi
Jill Hollowell

John P Meinzenbach







John Robinson
John Winfrey

Judith Heartsong
Julia Spiers

Kaitlin Taszarek
Karen Keck

Kelly Dundulis
Kent Ford
Lacie Clark

Lea Langdon
Lesli Moylan
Lisa Griffith
Liz Petersen

Maggie McCoy
Martin Wills

Mike Szydlowski
Missouri Department of Conservation

Missouri Foundation for Health
Missouri Master Naturalists Springfield Plateau Chapter

MU School of Natural Resources
Peter Schroeder

Regina Miller-Fierke
Richard Kaufmann
Roger H Allbee, Jr.

Sarah Kuipers
Seed St. Louis
Seger Laura

Sierra Shields
St. Louis Zoo

Steve Friedman
Steve Matthews
Susan Flowers
Susan Zareh

The McPheeters Family
Tim Holtsford
Tonia Scherer

Tyson Research Center (Washington University)
USGBC Missouri Gateway Chapter

Victor Mcfarland
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